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or standard, for every body. The most convenient bodies of comparison, though applicable only after a crude fashion,—bodies whose invariance during transportation we always have before our eyes,— are our hands and feet, our arms and legs. The names of the oldest measures show distinctly that originally we made our measurements with hands'-breadths, forearms (ells), feet (paces), etc. Nothing but a period of greater exactitude in measurement began with the introduction of conventional and carefully preserved physical standards; the principle remains the same. The measure enables us to compare bodies which are difficult to move or are practically immovable.
THE ROLE OF VOLUME.
As has been remarked, it is not the spatial, but predominantly the material, properties of bodies that possess the strongest interest. This fact certainly finds expression even in the beginnings of geometry. The volume of a body is instinctively taken into account as representing the quantity of its material properties, and so comes to form an object of con~ tcntion long before its geometric properties receive anything approaching to profound consideration. It is here, however, that the comparison, the measurement of volumes acquires its initial import, and thus takes its place among the first and most important problems of primitive geometry.
The first measurements of volume were doubtless of liquids and fruit, and were made with hollowloy a special body of comparison,sensations. We knowr with the tirades of Lactantiuso remark that physiologicalrans.   Page 59.7.
